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proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.J. Res.
59, H. Con. Res. 181, H. Res. 329, H. Res.
289, H. Res. 294, H.R. 2977, H.R. 2894, S.
775, S. 571, and H.R. 3339.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

————
SPOKANE TRIBE OF INDIANS OF
THE SPOKANE RESERVATION

GRAND COULEE DAM EQUITABLE
COMPENSATION SETTLEMENT
ACT

Miss MCMORRIS. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1797) to provide for equitable
compensation to the Spokane Tribe of
Indians of the Spokane Reservation for
the use of tribal land for the produc-
tion of hydropower by the Grand Cou-
lee Dam, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1797

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Spokane
Tribe of Indians of the Spokane Reservation
Grand Coulee Dam Equitable Compensation
Settlement Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) from 1927 to 1931, at the direction of
Congress, the Corps of Engineers inves-
tigated the Columbia River and its tribu-
taries to determine sites at which power
could be produced at low cost;

(2) under section 10(e) of the Federal Power
Act (16 U.S.C. 803(e)), when licenses are
issued involving tribal land within an Indian
reservation, a reasonable annual charge shall
be fixed for the use of the land, subject to
the approval of the Indian tribe having juris-
diction over the land;

(3) in August 1933, the Columbia Basin
Commission, an agency of the State of Wash-
ington, received a preliminary permit from
the Federal Power Commission for water
power development at the Grand Coulee site;

(4) had the Columbia Basin Commission or
a private entity developed the site, the Spo-
kane Tribe would have been entitled to a
reasonable annual charge for the use of its
land;

(5) in the mid-1930s, the Federal Govern-
ment, which is not subject to licensing under
the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 792 et
seq.)—

(A) federalized the Grand Coulee Dam
project; and

(B) began construction of the Grand Coulee
Dam;

(6) when the Grand Coulee Dam project was
federalized, the Federal Government recog-
nized that—

(A) development of the project affected the
interests of the Spokane Tribe and the Con-
federated Tribes of the Colville Reservation;
and

(B) it would be appropriate for the Spokane
and Colville Tribes to receive a share of rev-
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enue from the disposition of power produced
at Grand Coulee Dam;

(7) in the Act of June 29, 1940 (16 U.S.C. 835d
et seq.), Congress—

(A) granted to the United States—

(i) in aid of the construction, operation,
and maintenance of the Columbia Basin
Project, all the right, title, and interest of
the Spokane Tribe and Colville Tribes in and
to the tribal and allotted land within the
Spokane and Colville Reservations, as des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Interior from
time to time; and

(ii) other interests in such land as required
and as designated by the Secretary for cer-
tain construction activities undertaken in
connection with the project; and

(B) provided that compensation for the
land and other interests was to be deter-
mined by the Secretary in such amounts as
the Secretary determined to be just and eq-
uitable;

(8) pursuant to that Act, the Secretary
paid—

(A) to the Spokane Tribe, $4,700; and

(B) to the Confederated Tribes of the
Colville Reservation, $63,000;

(9) in 1994, following litigation under the
Act of August 13, 1946 (commonly known as
the ‘‘Indian Claims Commission Act” (60
Stat. 1049, chapter 959; former 25 U.S.C. 70 et
seq.)), Congress ratified the Colville Settle-
ment Agreement, which required—

(A) for past use of the Colville Tribes’ land,
a payment of $53,000,000; and

(B) for continued use of the Colville Tribes’
land, annual payments of $15,250,000, ad-
justed annually based on revenues from the
sale of electric power from the Grand Coulee
Dam project and transmission of that power
by the Bonneville Power Administration;

(10) the Spokane Tribe, having suffered
harm similar to that suffered by the Colville
Tribes, did not file a claim within the Indian
Claims Commission Act’s 5-year statute of
limitations;

(11) neither the Colville Tribes nor the Spo-
kane Tribe filed claims for compensation for
use of their land with the Commission before
August 13, 1951, but both Tribes filed unre-
lated land claims prior to August 13, 1951;

(12) in 1976, over objections by the United
States, the Colville Tribes were successful in
amending their 1951 Claims Commission land
claims to add their Grand Coulee claim;

(13) the Spokane Tribe had no such claim
to amend, having settled its Claims Commis-
sion land claims with the United States in
1967;

(14) the Spokane Tribe has suffered signifi-
cant harm from the construction and oper-
ation of Grand Coulee Dam;

(15) Spokane tribal acreage taken by the
United States for the construction of Grand
Coulee Dam equaled approximately 39 per-
cent of Colville tribal acreage taken for con-
struction of the dam;

(16) the payments and land transfers made
pursuant to this Act constitute fair and eq-
uitable compensation for the past and con-
tinued use of Spokane tribal land for the pro-
duction of hydropower at Grand Coulee Dam;
and

(17) by vote of the Spokane tribal member-
ship, the Spokane Tribe has resolved that
the payments and land transfers made pursu-
ant to this Act constitute fair and equitable
compensation for the past and continued use
of Spokane Tribal land for the production of
hydropower at Grand Coulee Dam.

SEC. 3. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act is to provide fair
and equitable compensation to the Spokane
Tribe for the use of its land for the genera-
tion of hydropower by the Grand Coulee
Dam.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

July 25, 2005

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator of the Bon-
neville Power Administration or the head of
any successor agency, corporation, or entity
that markets power produced at Grand Cou-
lee Dam.

(2) COLVILLE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.—The
term ‘‘Colville Settlement Agreement”’
means the Settlement Agreement entered
into between the United States and the
Colville Tribes, signed by the United States
on April 21, 1994, and by the Colville Tribes
on April 16, 1994, to settle the claims of the
Colville Tribes in Docket 181-D of the Indian
Claims Commission, which docket was trans-
ferred to the United States Court of Federal
Claims.

(3) COLVILLE TRIBES.—The term ‘‘Colville
Tribes” means the Confederated Tribes of
the Colville Reservation.

(4) COMPUTED ANNUAL PAYMENT.—The term
“Computed Annual Payment’’ means the
payment calculated under paragraph 2.b. of
the Colville Settlement Agreement, without
regard to any increase or decrease in the
payment under section 2.d. of the agreement.

(5) CONFEDERATED TRIBES ACT.—The term
‘“‘Confederated Tribes Act’” means the Con-
federated Tribes of the Colville Reservation
Grand Coulee Dam Settlement Act (108 Stat.
4577).

(6) FUND.—The term ‘Fund” means the
Spokane Tribe of Indians Settlement Fund
established by section 5.

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(8) SPOKANE BUSINESS COUNCIL.—The term
‘““Spokane Business Council”’ means the gov-
erning body of the Spokane Tribe under the
constitution of the Spokane Tribe.

(9) SPOKANE TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Spokane
Tribe”’” means the Spokane Tribe of Indians
of the Spokane Reservation, Washington.
SEC. 5. SETTLEMENT FUND.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF FUND.—There is es-
tablished in the Treasury of the United
States an interest-bearing trust fund to be
known as the ‘“‘Spokane Tribe of Indians Set-
tlement Fund’’, consisting of—

(1) amounts deposited in the Fund under
subsection (b); and

(2) any interest earned on investment of
amounts in the Fund.

(b) DEPOSITS.—From amounts made avail-
able under section 11—

(1) for fiscal year 2006, the Secretary shall
deposit in the Fund $17,800,000; and

(2) for each of the 4 fiscal years thereafter,
the Secretary shall deposit in the Fund
$12,800,000.

(¢) MAINTENANCE AND INVESTMENT OF
FUND.—The Fund shall be maintained and in-
vested by the Secretary in accordance with
the Act of June 24, 1938 (25 U.S.C. 162a).

(d) PAYMENT OF FUNDS TO SPOKANE BUSI-
NESS COUNCIL.—

(1) REQUEST.—At any time after funds are
deposited in the Fund, the Spokane Business
Council may submit to the Secretary written
notice of the adoption by the Spokane Busi-
ness Council of a resolution requesting that
the Secretary pay all or a portion of the
amounts in the Fund to the Spokane Busi-
ness Council.

(2) PAYMENT.—Not later than 60 days after
receipt of a notice under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall pay the amount requested to
the Spokane Business Council.

(e) USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) CULTURAL RESOURCE REPOSITORY AND IN-
TERPRETIVE CENTER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Of the initial deposit
under subsection (b)(1), $5,000,000 shall be
used by the Spokane Business Council for
the planning, design, construction, equip-
ping, and continuing operation and mainte-
nance of a Cultural Resource Repository and
Interpretive Center to—



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-20T11:04:21-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




